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The Maha-Puranas 31

Of the other royal families, the extant Puranas
contain very incomplete and inacurate accounts.

Besides the genealogies of kings of the ‘past’,
which ended either with the Mahabharata war or,
about a century later, with the reign of
Adhisimakrsna, some of the extant Puranas give, in
the form of prophecies, a number of lists of kings
of the ‘future’ kaliyuga; and in their accounts of such
future kings the Vayu, Brahmanda, Visnu, Matsya,
and Bhagavata include, with the mention of the
durations of rules of the different kings, a few
dynasties of the historical period, viz. the
giéunagas, Nandas, Mauryas, $ungas, Kanvas,
Andhras, and Guptas, all so well known in Indian
history. The ancestors of these dynasties, except the
Gupta dynasty, which has not been mentioned in
the Matsya Purana, are followed by the enumeration
of a series of other dynasties, mostly of low and
barbarian origin viz. Abhiras, Garbabhilas, $akas,
Yavanas, Tusaras, Hunas, etc. which were
contemporaneous with the .former. Aftef
mentioning all these lines of kings, the Maha
Puranas give a dreary description of the social
condition in northern India, which was consequent

upon the foreign invasions and the spread of the

non-Brahmanical and anti-BrEhmanical religious

systems. F.E. Pargiter has critically e>.<amined the
texts of the five Maha Puranas mentloneq above
and shown their importance in reconstructing the

history of these dynasties. ¢ the Vedi
he evidence of the Vedic,
Although as the ks as well as of the

B o g0 wor .
uddhistic, and other be little doubt the fact

inscriptions shows, there can
that ancient Indian historical tradition, as, nq:v
found recorded in the Maha Puranas, was in its



RASHTRIYA SANSKRIT SANSTHAN

A-40, Vishal Enclave, Raja Garden,

New Delhi-110027 (INDIA)





